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Summary
DeliSoil seeks to promote sustainable soil health through the use
of soil improvers and fertilising products from food industry side
streams. To support this, a survey was conducted among five key
stakeholder groups (farmers, consumers, companies,
researchers, and policymakers) across five European countries
(Finland, Denmark, Germany, Italy, and Spain). The study
explored their practices, opinions, and expectations concerning
circular soil products. Stakeholders generally recognised the
importance of soil health and the potential of food industry side
streams to reduce reliance on chemical fertilisers, enhance
nutrient recycling, and support environmental goals. 

However, barriers to adoption persist. Farmers are primarily
influenced by economic considerations, calling for financial
incentives, field trials, and accessible products. Consumers value
environmental sustainability but need clearer labelling, safety
assurances, and affordable pricing. Companies face challenges
such as inconsistent product quality, regulatory constraints, and
scaling costs, while R&D professionals highlight the need for
long-term studies and knowledge-sharing. Policymakers see
potential in circular amendments but require robust scientific
evidence and clear quality standards to support
implementation. 

Analysis of key stakeholders’ practices,
behaviours and opinions toward soil
improvers and fertilising products from
food industry side stream.
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About 
The EU-funded DeliSoil project is a four-year initiative that aims to transform food industry
byproducts into safe, sustainable, and tailored soil improvers. This project addresses two
pressing challenges: the poor recycling of industrial food processing byproducts and the
degradation of soil health.

By harnessing a circular approach, DeliSoil will contribute to improving soil health and
productivity, supporting the EU Mission “A Soil Deal for Europe” and the Farm to Fork
Strategy, as well as other Circular and Bioeconomy Strategies and Plans.

Practical Recommendations 
More field trials and on-farm demonstrations are needed to
showcase the effectiveness and safety of soil improvers made
from food industry side streams. Increased and more widely
available financial incentives such as subsidies or cost-sharing
schemes can support farmers and producers in overcoming
economic barriers. Improved labelling and targeted awareness
campaigns are essential to build consumer trust and
understanding. Establishing clear quality standards and
streamlined regulations will further support market uptake.
Additionally, fostering collaboration between farmers,
companies, researchers, and policymakers is key to ensuring
coordinated action and long-term impact. 

Needs addressed by the practice
Promoting stakeholder acceptance of soil amendments
derived from food industry side streams to support successful
uptake of soil improvers and fertilising products from food
industry side stream. 
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